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USBF President 
Aaron Silverstein 

USBF Vice President 
Steve Garner 

USBF COO & Secretary 
Jan Martel 

 USBF CFO & Treasurer 
Max Schireson 
USBF Recorder 

Jack Oest 
Chief Communications 

Officer 
Suzi Subeck 

  

Directors 
McKenzie Myers, DIC 

Ken Horwedel 
Chris Wiegand 

 

Tournament Organizer 
Jan Martel 

Software Expert 
Al Hollander 

 VuGraph Organizers 
Rob Barrington 

 

  Appeals  
Administrator 

Suzi Subeck, Chairman 
Appeals Panel: 
Wafik Abdou 

Dana Berkowitz 
Cheri Bjerkan 
Gary Cohler 

Rich DeMartino 
Ish DelMonte 
Mitch Dunitz 

Marty Fleisher 
Ron Gerard 

Marty Hirschman 
George Jacobs 

Ralph Katz 
Bobby Levin 
Chip Martel 
Eric Rodwell 

Danny Sprung 
Josh Stark 

Adam Wildavsky 
 

 Bulletin Editor 
Suzi Subeck 

 

Hospitality 
Julie Arbit 

Marie-France Benoit 
 

1. George Klemic - Maya Jonas-Silver Derman 1.40 50.44 36 

2. Chris Compton - Hong Ding Ding 1.18 21.22 18 

3. Cheri Bjerkan - Larry Robbins Lewis 1.03 18.56 18 

4. Debbie Rosenberg - Michael Rosenberg Rosenthal 0.91 16.44 18 

5. Jenni Carmichael - Tom Carmichael Carmichael 0.89 24.11 27 

6. Chris Willenken - Jenny Wolpert Rosenthal 0.89 24.00 27 

7. Cecilia Dwyer Rimstedt - Kevin Dwyer Rimstedt Millens 0.58 20.89 36 

8. Daniel Korbel - Sylvia Shi Zhang 0.57 15.33 27 

9. Allan Graves - Shawn Quinn Ivatury 0.46 8.33 18 

10. Adam Wildavsky - Donna Compton Ding 0.30 8.22 27 

11. Linda Lewis - Paul Lewis Lewis 0.24 8.56 36 

12. Joan Millens - Shan Huang Millens 0.23 6.22 27 

13. Bill Pollack - Rozanne Pollack Pollack 0.21 7.56 36 

14. Irina Kislitsyna - Lapt Chan Ivatury 0.20 3.67 18 

15. Andrew Rosenthal - Migry Campanile Rosenthal 0.04 1.11 27 

16. Giorgia Botta - Zach Grossack Rubenstein -0.01 -0.22 27 

17. Sandra Rimstedt - Shan Huang Millens -0.11 -1.00 9 

18. Eddie Wold - Susan Zhang Zhang -0.15 -4.11 27 

19. Avery Silverstein - Ethan Derman Derman -0.16 -5.78 36 

20. Jean Barry - Jeff Ferro Dinkin -0.30 -2.67 9 

21. Adam Grossack - Emma Kolesnik Rubenstein -0.54 -14.56 27 

22. Christal Henner - Uday Ivatury Ivatury -0.62 -11.22 18 

23. Cynthia Huang - Harrison Luba Dinkin -0.73 -19.67 27 

24. Anne Brenner - Dave Caprera Pollack -0.86 -31.11 36 

25. Anam Tebha - Stewart Rubenstein Rubenstein -0.87 -15.67 18 

26. Ding-Hwa Hsieh - Lin-Huan Chen Ding -1.11 -29.89 27 

27. Adam Parrish - Julie Arbit Carmichael -1.20 -32.44 27 

28. Disa Eythorsdottir - Mark Itabashi Lewis -1.69 -30.33 18 

29. Sam Dinkin - Yoko Sobel Dinkin -2.00 -36.00 18 

 

Cross IMPs 
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The WBF Women’s Com-
mittee is working on 
scheduling the Second 
Annual Women’s Online 
Bridge Competition on 
RealBridge next year. It 
may be in January, 
2025… It’s not confirmed 
yet and we will give you 
more information as it 
becomes available! 

This year, as we did last year, we will be tracking 
time used by each pair and penalizing a team 
if their pairs use significantly more than their 
allotted time. Each pair is allotted half of the 
session time, which is actually more time than 
they should be using, since some of the time at 
the table is "neutral," not charged to either pair. 
Pages 23 & 24 of the USBF General Conditions of 
Contest have the penalties charged; Appendix A 
has details of time keeping. 
 

The penalty scale has been adjusted somewhat 
based on our experience last year, but the major 
change we've made for this year is in how time 
taken is shown to you at the table. Each player 
has a "pair clock" showing the amount of pair 
time remaining in the segment. The pair clock 
appears on the screen to the left of the table 
clock at the start of each board. The clock does 
not update during the bidding (otherwise it 
would provide information about which player 
on the other side of the screen was taking time) 
and I believe it is no longer visible during the 
play because that place on the screen is used for 
something else. The clock will be outlined in red 
if the time remaining is less than the allocated 
time for the remaining boards.  

https://usbf.org/docs/COC/2024-General-Conditions-of-Contest-FINAL.pdf
https://usbf.org/docs/COC/2024-General-Conditions-of-Contest-FINAL.pdf
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No Electronic Devices are Permitted in the Playing Area. 

This applies to players AND kibitzers. 

Severe penalties will be assessed for violation of this rule. 

Please turn off all cell phones and check them at the door. 

The USBF reserves the right to wand anyone entering the playing field. 

  Carmichael Tom Carmichael, Capt  
Christian Jolly  

Jenni Carmichael  
Julie Arbit  

  Derman Ethan Derman, Capt  
George Klemic  

Avery Silverstein  
Maya Jonas-Silver  

  Ding Donna Compton, Capt  
Hong Ding  

Chris Compton  
Adam Wildavsky  

  Dinkin Sam Dinkin, Capt  
Harrison Luba  
Jeff Ferro  

Yoko Sobel  
Cynthia Huang  
Jean Barry  

  Ivatury Uday Ivatury, Capt  
Shawn Quinn  
Lapt Chan  

Allan Graves  
Irina Kislitsyna  
Christal Henner  

  Lewis Paul Lewis, Capt  
Mark Itabashi  
Cheri Bjerkan  

Linda Lewis  
Disa Eythorsdottir  
Larry Robbins  

  Millens Shan Huang, Capt  
Kevin Dwyer  
Sandra Rimstedt  

Joan Millens  
Cecilia Dwyer Rimstedt  

  Pollack Rozanne Pollack, Capt  
Dave Caprera  

Bill Pollack  
Anne Brenner  

  Rosenthal Andrew Rosenthal, Capt  
Chris Willenken  
Michael Rosenberg  

Migry Campanile  
Jenny Wolpert  
Debbie Rosenberg  

  Rubenstein Stewart Rubenstein, Capt  
Zach Grossack  
Adam Grossack  

Anam Tebha  
Giorgia Botta  
Emma Kolesnik  

  Zhang Susan Zhang, Capt  
Eddie Wold  
Janice Molson  

Sylvia Shi  
Daniel Korbel 

 

Ding Hwa Hsieh Huan Chen 

Adam Parrish 
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Aker 

Jeff Aker, Capt  
John Lusky  
Barry Rigal  

Allan Falk  
Glenn Milgrim  
Ron Rubin  

  Cappelli Bob Cappelli, Capt  
Bob Bitterman  

Mark Aquino  
Mark Bendure  

  Goodman Andy Goodman, Capt  
Pratap Rajadhyaksha  
Ron Smith  

Mike Passell  
Venkatrao Koneru  
Billy Cohen  

  Hamman Bob Hamman, Capt  
Doug Doub  

Neil Chambers  
Adam Wildavsky  

  Lall Hemant Lall, Capt  
Eric Rodwell  
Zia Mahmood  

Reese Milner  
Eddie Wold  
Michael Rosenberg  

  Reynolds Tom Reynolds, Capt  
Bernie Greenspan  

Lance Kerr  
Fred Schenker  

  Simson Doug Simson, Capt  
Jim Krekorian  
Steve Beatty  

Curtis Cheek  
Peter Weichsel  
Fred Stewart  

  Tulin Gary Cohler, Capt  
Alan Sontag  
Kit Woolsey  

Stanley Tulin  
Ralph Katz  
Bart Bramley  

  Wolfson Jeff Wolfson, Capt  
David Berkowitz  

Steve Garner  
Jeff Meckstroth 

 

Baker 

Lynn Baker, Capt  
Kerri Sanborn  
Cecilia Dwyer Rimstedt  
[alternate] Debbie Rosenberg  

Olivia Schireson  
Jill Meyers  
Sandra Rimstedt  
[alternate] Migry Campanile  

  Cooper Kitty Cooper, Capt  
Linda Lewis  
Rozanne Pollack  

Lynne Feldman  
Hjordis Eythorsdottir  
Cheri Bjerkan  

  Zhang Susan Zhang, Capt  
Janice Molson  

Sylvia Shi  
Irina Levitina 

 

Michael Kamil 



“TRIALS” AND TRIBULATIONS  

Mixed Team Tournament Schedule 

Lovebridge practice sessions  

Day Date Time (CDT) 
 

Tuesday April 30 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM 
 

Thursday May 9 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM 
 

Saturday May 18 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM 
 

Wednesday May 22 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM 
 

 
PRE-TOURNAMENT CAPTAINS & PLAYERS MEETINGS 
On Zoom 

Event Day Date Time (CDT) 

Open Tuesday April 30  9:00 PM 

Mixed Thursday May 9  9:00 PM 

Senior Saturday May 18  9:00 PM 

Women's Monday or Wednesday May 20 or 22  9:00 PM 

 

Mixed Schedule 

Round Robin or KO - Schedule will depend on number of teams 

Day Date Time Boards 

Friday May 10     

Saturday  May 11     

Quarterfinal 

Sunday 
  

May 12 
  
  

10:00 - 12:00 
12:15 - 2:15 
 
3:30 - 5:30 
5:45 - 7:45 

Segment 1  Boards 1-15 
Segment 2  Boards 16-30 
75  minute  Break 
Segment 3  Boards 31-45 
Segment 4  Boards 46-60 

Monday May 13 10:00 - 12:00 
12:15 - 2:15 
 
3:30 - 5:30 
5:45 - 7:45 

Segment 5  Boards 1-15 
Segment 6  Boards 16-30 
75  minute  Break 
Segment 7  Boards 31-45 
Segment 8  Boards 46-60 

 Semifinal 

Tuesday May 14 10:00 - 12:00 
12:15 - 2:15 
 
3:30 - 5:30 
5:45 - 7:45 

Segment 1  Boards 1-15 
Segment 2  Boards 16-30 
75  minute  Break 
Segment 3  Boards 31-45 
Segment 4  Boards 46-60 

Wednesday May 15 10:00 - 12:00 
12:15 - 2:15 
3:30 - 5:30 
5:45 - 7:45 

Segment 5  Boards 1-15 
Segment 6  Boards 16-30 
75  minute  Break 
Segment 7 Boards 31-45 
Segment 8  Boards 46-60| 

Final 

Thursday May 16 10:00 - 12:00 
12:15 - 2:15 
 
3:30 - 5:30 
5:45 - 7:45 

Segment 3  Boards 31-45 
Segment 4  Boards 46-60 
75  minute  Break 
Segment 5  Boards 61-75 
Segment 6  Boards 76-90 

Friday May 17 10:00 - 12:00 
12:15 - 2:15 
 
3:30 - 5:30 
5:45 - 7:45 

Segment 5  Boards 1-15 
Segment 6  Boards 16-30 
75  minute  Break 
Segment 7  Boards 31-45 
Segment 8  Boards 46-60 
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Don’t expect a fancy meal when flying… It’s supposed 
to be plane food! 

 

I have an emotional support spider… He’s 
always in my corner! 

 

My door was ajar so I added jelly. Now it’s a door jam! 

 

My recent jokes about oil were crude. I promise to be 
more refined in the future. 

 

It’s a shame nothing is built in the USA anymore. I just 
bought a TV and it said, “Built in antenna.” I don’t 
even know where that is! 
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SENIOR SCHEDULE 

Round Robin or KO - Schedule will depend on number of teams 

Day Date Time Boards 

Sunday May 19       

Monday  May 20     

Quarterfinal 

Tuesday 
  

May 21 
  
  

10:00 - 12:00 
12:15 - 2:15 
 
3:30 - 5:30 
5:45 - 7:45 

Segment 1  Boards 1-15 
Segment 2  Boards 16-30 
75  minute  Break 
Segment 3  Boards 31-45 
Segment 4  Boards 46-60 

Wednesday May 22 10:00 - 12:00 
12:15 - 2:15 
 
3:30 - 5:30 
5:45 - 7:45 

Segment 5  Boards 1-15 
Segment 6  Boards 16-30 
75  minute  Break 
Segment 7  Boards 31-45 
Segment 8  Boards 46-60 

 Semifinal 

Thursday May 23 10:00 - 12:00 
12:15 - 2:15 
 
3:30 - 5:30 
5:45 - 7:45 

Segment 1  Boards 1-15 
Segment 2  Boards 16-30 
75  minute  Break 
Segment 3  Boards 31-45 
Segment 4  Boards 46-60 

Friday May 24 10:00 - 12:00 
12:15 - 2:15 
3:30 - 5:30 
5:45 - 7:45 

Segment 5  Boards 1-15 
Segment 6  Boards 16-30 
75  minute  Break 
Segment 7 Boards 31-45 
Segment 8  Boards 46-60| 

Final 

Saturday May 25 10:00 - 12:00 
12:15 - 2:15 
 
3:30 - 5:30 
5:45 - 7:45 

Segment 1  Boards 1-15 
Segment 2  Boards 16-30 
75  minute  Break 
Segment 3  Boards 31-45 
Segment 4  Boards 46-60 

Sunday May 26 10:00 - 12:00 
12:15 - 2:15 
 
3:30 - 5:30 
5:45 - 7:45 

Segment 5  Boards 1-15 
Segment 6  Boards 16-30 
75  minute  Break 
Segment 7  Boards 31-45 
Segment 8  Boards 46-60 

 

Beth Palmer WOMEN'S SCHEDULE 

Round Robin or Quarterfinal if 5-8 teams enter - schedule will depend on number of teams 

Tuesday May 21     

Wednesday May 22     

Semifinal 

Thursday May 23 10:00 - 12:00 
12:15 - 2:15 
 
3:30 - 5:30 
5:45 - 7:45 

Segment 1  Boards 1-15 
Segment 2  Boards 16-30 
75  minute  Break 
Segment 3  Boards 31-45 
Segment 4  Boards 46-60 

Friday May 24 10:00 - 12:00 
12:15 - 2:15 
 
3:30 - 5:30 
5:45 - 7:45 

Segment 5  Boards 1-15 
Segment 6  Boards 16-30 
75  minute  Break 
Segment 7  Boards 31-45 
Segment 8  Boards 46-60 

Final 

Saturday May 25 10:00 - 12:00 
12:15 - 2:15 
 
3:30 - 5:30 
5:45 - 7:45 

Segment 1 Boards 1-15 
Segment 2  Boards 16-30 
75  minute  Break 
Segment 3  Boards 31-45 
Segment 4  Boards 46-60 

Sunday May 26 10:00 - 12:00 
12:15 - 2:15 
 
3:30 - 5:30 
5:45 - 7:45 

Segment 5  Boards 1-15 
Segment 6  Boards 16-30 
75  minute  Break 
Segment 7  Boards 31-45 
Segment 8  Boards 46-60 

 

Exercise gives you energy but you 
need energy to exercise… sounds 
like a pyramid scheme to me! 
 
I am so poor, I rubbed cologne 
from a magazine on me. Someone 
said, “You smell so good. What are 
you wearing?” I replied, “Page 12!” 
 
Right now I am having amnesia 
and déjà vu. I think I’ve forgotten 
this before! 
 
I saw my neighbor putting clothes 
on rabbits this morning. I must 
have looked surprised because she 
commented, “I am training to be a 
hare dresser!” 
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2024 USBCs Kibitzing - There will be delayed kibitzing for all of the 2024 USBCs on LoveBridge 
You can follow the USBC on the https://vugraph.lovebridge.com/ website. If you get to the voice 
commentary and there is no sound, you need to "unmute." When you first get to the page, there is a 
small icon of a speaker in the middle of your screen with an x on it. Click there to unmute.If you miss 
that icon, move your cursor to the bottom left of the screen and you should see a something like this: 

 
Click on the speaker to unmute. 
Vugraph is delayed for 30 minutes or until all tables have completed play on a board, whichever is later. 
Kibitzing Schedule (EDT)   
For all KO days of the 2024 USBCs, kibitzing times will be : 
Segment 1: 11:30 am EDT; Segment 2:  1:45 pm EDT 
BREAK 
Segment 3: 5:00 pm EDT; Segment 4: 7:15 pm EDT 
For Round Robin days, each kibitzing segment will start 30 minutes after play starts. No voice for RR’s.  
To listen to commentary, search for the TV icon! It will send you to the page where you can choose from 
the available live commentators. If it doesn’t do anything, no one is commenting. 
Deep Involvement: Choose the “Match view” at the starting page of your event. Your screen will be 
divided into 4 small screens – 2 of them showing the 2 tables of the match you choose, the other 2 
having the scoresheet for your match and the current scores of the other matches. In the 2x2 view you 
can personalize the content in all your windows. (The 2x2 view is not available on mobiles.)  
Think together!  
When watching a table, click on a name and choose “Kibitz”. Instead of seeing all 4 hands, you will see 
what the player sees, and you can decide what you would do. 
More Information: 
Be well informed and tell your friends: while following the play, you can click many items. The image of 
the sticker with the number of the board (upper right) takes you to the results of the board, in the 
bottom right corner, the arrow takes you to the scoresheet, the DDS shows the double dummy analyses, 
beside that there is a button for the other table of the same match, at the top left corner you can see 
the bidding with alerts and the explanations (mouse over), the tricks already played, and the double 
dummy analysis for the available number of tricks with the par score. 
Navigation icons: 
While surfing here and there in the vugraph, or amongst the archive sessions, there are icons to help 
you. You can always go back to the main page with the “house” or to the standings with the “scores”. If 
you cannot see the icons, move your mouse, or touch your screen and they pop up immediately. There 
is a built-in back button because the back button of your browser will always take you to the starting 
page. If this is not what you wanted, push next in your browser and you can continue where you were. 
Replay: 
After the event you can find every board from every table easily. While replaying the hands, the only 
surprise can be the way “next board” button works. If you have arrived from a scoresheet, it navigates 
through the scoresheet. If you have arrived from a screen where the results were shown for a given 
board, the same buttons move you through the list.  
 

When at first 
You play a card, 
You hope it will 

Impress your pard! 
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Marie-France 

2024 USBCs Hospitality  
We are returning to our pre-pandemic hospitality, with the hospitality suite (room 2321) open most of 
the day for socializing, Vugraph, and snacks. We will be providing breakfast and lunch each day of play. 
Marie-France Benoit will be our lead hostess, with help from Jacob Morgan and Julie Arbit, who makes 
the best guacamole. If you're at the tournament and can volunteer to help with hospitality (pick up 
items at Costco or nearby stores or restaurants, preparing food) please let Jan or Marie-France know.  
 
Breakfast: From 8-10 am. There will be the usual breakfast food: cereal, bagels, toast, salmon, fruit, 
juice, coffee and tea. For those who prefer Keurig coffee, that will be available. So long as the suite 
doesn't become too crowded, you are welcome to eat there. No masking requirement. 
 
Lunch: On the first four days of each event we will be serving a buffet lunch in a hotel banquet room, 
usually the Slate and Cyan rooms at the front of the hotel; we will have signs in the Player Break Room 
and Hospitality Suite with daily location. The hotel will be supplying what they do best: salads and chips. 
We will be bringing in 2 or 3 hot dishes from a local restaurant each day. There should be enough room 
for you to eat in the hotel banquet room, but you are welcome to take food from there to an outside 
table or to your hotel room. Lunch will be served from about half an hour before the morning session is 
supposed to end until about half an hour after the afternoon session starts. 
After the first 4 days of each event, lunch will be available in the hospitality suite at the break. There will 
be a main dish (sandwiches, chicken, main dish salads, pizza) as well as tuna salad, green salad, cheese, 
fruit, berries, cookies or other desserts. Water and soft drinks will be available in refrigerators. As with 
breakfast, you are welcome to eat in the hospitality suite unless it is too crowded. 
 
Let us know if you have specific needs. Our hosts will do their very best to accommodate you. 
 
Playing Rooms & Player's Break Room 
We will have bottled water in the playing rooms and if there is a refrigerator in a playing room we'll 
stock it with soft drinks. 
We will have bottled water in the Player's Break Room (1321), as well as soft drinks, Nespresso, some 
packaged snacks, and some fruit. Please keep your voices down in the Break Room where we are 
working. 
 
Masks will be required in playing rooms only if your screenmate asks you to wear one. You do not have 
to put on a mask when you summon a director or ask for coffee, water or an escort outside to smoke. Julie Arbit 

I spent my entire savings on pasta. It was worth every penne! 
 
Bakers trade bread recipes on a “knead to know” basis! 
 
Rapunzel did not style her locks this morning. She simply let her hair down! 
 
I’ve nearly finished my diploma in sandwich making. I have my final eggs ham tomorrow! 
 
Wanna nice hot synonym bun? 
You mean like the ones Grammar used to make? 
 
And did I tell you I trained my dog to bring me a glass of wine each night? He’s a Bordeaux collie! 
 
I’ve been hiding from exercise. I’m in the fitness protection program! 
 
Teach a man to fish and he’ll eat for a lifetime. Teach a cat to fish and it will go viral! 
 
When I found my toaster wasn’t waterproofed, I was shocked! 
 
Poetry would be a lot harder if violets were orange! 
 
How long have you had amnesia?  
As long as I can remember! 



 

Sudoku 1 

Sudoku 2 
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When the box with my Halloween costume arrived, it 
was empty. I called the company and asked where my 
Maid Marian costume was. “We’re sorry, ma’am. We’ll 
send your costume tomorrow,” the representative said. 
“In the meantime, feel free to keep the Lady Godiva cos-
tume you got by mistake.”  
 

I can give you the cause of anaphylactic shock in a nut-
shell.  
 

At an event famous for giving out awards in bizarre cate-
gories, the emcee enthusiastically announces, “The next 
prize will go to the laziest person in the audience. If you 
think you qualify, raise your hand.” Everyone raises their 
hands except a middle-aged man who seems to show 
little interest. “Congratulations! You are the winner,” 
says the emcee to the man. “Your prize is this $100 bill!” 
Still showing no emotion, the man replies, “Would you 
mind  coming over here and putting it in my pocket?” 
 

Concerned that he might have put on a few pounds, my 
husband exited the bathroom and asked, “Do you think 
my chin is getting fat?” I smiled lovingly and replied, 
“Which one?”  
 

My 85-year-old grandfather was rushed to the hospital 
with a possible concussion. The doctor asked him a series 
of questions: “Do you know where you are?” “I’m at Rex 
Hospital.” “What city are you in?” “Raleigh.” “Do you 
know who I am?” “Dr. Hamilton.” My grandfather then 

(Continued on page 14) 

Please be “scent”sitive! Many players 
have allergies and have trouble 

breathing when perfumed aromas are 
present! Thank you!! 



10 

Puzzle Page …  

 

 

 I called the tinnitus hotline, but it just kept ringing ...   

 

It was our first day on the rifle range at Lackland Air Force Base. I felt confident as I aimed and squeezed the trigger of 
my carbine for my first shot. “Good news and bad news,” my instructor said. “The good news: You got a bull’s eye.” 

Before my head could swell too much, he added, “But it was in somebody else’s target.”  



So when declarer took the spade finesse at Trick 2, East smoothly 
won with his ace, cashed the diamond ace and continued with 
the diamond five. 
 

South believed that he could go down only if he took a losing dia-
mond finesse and West then gave East a diamond ruff. Declarer 
therefore rose with his diamond king and played a spade to 
dummy’s jack. You can imagine his reaction when Passell pro-
duced the spade queen and cashed the diamond queen to defeat 
the contract. 
 

Mike is playing in this event as a member of Team Juster! Mike 
and his wife, Nancy, a great player in her own right, live in the 
Dallas, Texas, area. They have a beautiful grown daughter, Jenni-
fer, who has two beautiful daughters of her own.  
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July 14, 2008, New York Times… 

The expert’s expert, Mike Passell had two world titles, the Bermuda Bowl in 1979 and the Transnational Teams in 2001 
and had two world silver medals. He had 10 national team titles: one Grand National, four Reisingers, three Spingolds 
and two Vanderbilts when this article was published in the New York Times in 2008. Mike has added to his titles since 
then. 

 

Passell is an imaginative and quick-thinking player, as shown by his defense in 
the diagramed deal. He was East, defending against four spades by South. 
West led the club queen. South took the trick with his ace and ran the spade 
eight. How did Passell defend? 

 

South opened with one no-trump, showing 15 to 17 points, and North re-
sponded 4H, which was a Texas transfer promising at least a six-card spade 
suit. South completed the transfer and North passed. 

 

As soon as Passell saw the opening lead and the dummy, he knew that his 
partner had no more high cards. There were 8 points on the board, he had 13, 
and partner had already shown up with 3. That left 16 for South, and East 
could “see” all four jacks: two on the board, one in his hand and one promised 
by his partner’s opening lead. 

 

The Full Deal:                       
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For those of you who are interested, Ela has agreed to come to the Hyatt to provide massages any 
day that we have 3 or more people who want her. So if you want a massage, please let me know a 
day or two in advance, including what your timing is, and I'll try to make things work. 
 

For now, Ela said she could come on April 30th for anyone who wants a post-flight, pre-tournament 
massage. So if you want one, please let me know and tell me what time(s) would work  for you.  
 

I think Ela still charges $100 for an hour. She'll be setting her table up in 
my room (5117) and will have a key so she can get in and can the let you 
in when it's your turn. Any questions, let Jan know!  

You will be playing on Chromebooks using LoveBridge software. The Chromebooks all have wired mice, which you may 
choose to use or not. They also have touch screens if you prefer that, and of course integrated keyboards. You will not 
be able to go to any websites other than the LoveBridge playing site from the playing room Chromebooks. 
 
There will be 2 players in each room, one from each team in the match - North & East together and South & West to-
gether. All of the NE rooms are on the first floor; all of the SW rooms are on the second floor. 
 
Because some of you have said that you prefer the opponents' system information on paper in addition to being avail-
able on the Chromebooks, we are asking each player to bring a copy of their SSF, convention card, and if relevant the 
ACBL Multi defense to the table for their opponent. If you need help printing anything, come to room 1321 before you 
play and one of us will print for you. 
 
After you have finished a segment and scored with your teammates, please check the score on LoveBridge and if you 
disagree with it, come to room 1321 and so we can sort it out.  
 

Captains: 

Your lineup sheet been shared with you. If you can't open it, or don't understand something about it, please let us know. 
 

For the first segment of play each day, the Away team (the team that does not have seating rights for the segment) 
should tell the Home team their lineup (by email, text, or an entry on the lineup sheet) no later than 8:50 am (70 min-
utes before play starts), and enter the lineup on their lineup sheet no later than 9:00 am. If you enter your lineup on the 
lineup sheet before 8:50 am, that will satisfy both requirements. The Home team should give the Away team its lineup 
by 8:55 am, and should also enter it on the lineup sheet no later than 9:00 am. Of course, if the Away team doesn't com-
municate its lineup on time, the Home team has more time.  
 

We ask you to enter the lineup on your lineup sheet because that may be the easiest way to give your lineup to your 
opponent. If you leave your lineup page open on your computer or other device, it will automatically update with the 
opponent's lineup when they enter it. Also, especially for the first segment of the day, there are often players who come 
to the office asking where they're supposed to sit and if the lineup is on the lineup sheet, we can direct them. 
 

For subsequent segments, you need only notify each other of your lineups (10 minutes before the start of the segment 
for the Away team, 5 minutes for the Home team), although you are welcome to enter the lineup on the lineup sheet in 
case one of your players doesn't know where they are supposed to sit and comes to ask us.  
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USBF Supporting Membership 
 

If you don’t want to play in the USBF Championships that choose teams 
to represent the USA in the World Bridge Federation Championships, but 
do want to aid our events, a Supporting Membership can be the perfect way for you to be 
involved.  

 

A Supporting Membership is $25 for one year ($75 for 3 years) and your donation will be 
used to cover inevitable expenses: attorney fees, accounting fees, website support services, 
tournament directors, insurance, WBF dues, and vugraph operators.   

 

The USBF is an all-volunteer organization.  

 

Our meetings are by conference call and at NABCS. Board members and the organization’s 
officers are not compensated for meetings, travel, or hotel expenses. 

 

Answer to Logic Puzzle On Page 12 
turned to the nurse and said, “I hope he doesn’t ask me any 
more questions.” “Why?” she asked. “Because all of those 
answers were on his badge.”   
 
I had a chance encounter with a pastor who told me about a 
wonderful event held at his church. “We had a singing group 
the other day that performed without instruments,” he said. 
“A cappella?” I asked. He shrugged. “I don’t remember the 
name of the group.”  

(Continued from page 9) 
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Only Cheri 
Bjerkan and 
Larry Robbins 
reached slam 
on Board 1. 

 

Dinkin/Sobel 
in match 3 
made an ef-
fort but ap-
parently were 
confused 
about 
whether 4NT 
was keycard 
asking or 
not… (the 
response of 
5C was ex-
plained as 
“not sure, 0/3 
KC or nat) 
and opted to 
stop at the 5 
level rather 
than to risk 
going higher. 

 

No one else 
even tried. 

Cheri and Larry are well-known na-
tionally and more so locally as ar-
guably the best mixed pair in the 
midwest. They’ve both played for 
decades  (not always together). 
They are exceptionally ethical and 
they don’t use a lot of gadgets. 
What they bid is what they’ve got. 
To that point, notice that there is 
not one alert in their auction and 
yet they arrived at and were suc-
cessful in the best-scoring contract. 
 

As stated above, only one other 
pair tried for the slam. That pair 
had FIVE alerts to stop at the five-
level. Well done, Bjerkan/Robbins! 
10 IMPs to Lewis 
 

 The only other “swing” on this board was in Ivatury/Pollack where Annie Brenner doubled 3NT to get a spade lead. David 
Caprera dutifully led the spade, but unfortunately for the Pollack team, there were no tricks outside of the spades. Annie 
tried to defeat the contract by switching to a diamond at trick 2. Unfortunately for the Pollack team, this resulted in An-
nie’s other two top spades evaporating on the run of the hearts. 9 IMPs to Ivatury 

15 



16  

Any time a slam can be made in four different strains, it’s an interesting hand! Only one pair, Wold/Zhang reached the 
level of six on Board 6 … and they chose the NT strain! 

 Maya Jonas-Silver led the SA and 
continued with the nine.   
 
At this point, Zhang has three 
certain spades, two certain 
hearts, two certain diamonds and 
three certain clubs for ten. She 
needs twelve. 
 
She needs to find a red queen. 
Her best play would seem to be: 
cash two high diamonds. If the 
queen falls, she is home free… 
and if not, she can fall back on 
the one-way heart finesse. 
 
That would have worked on this 
hand. 
 
 

 

In the alternative, she could have cashed the top two hearts and fallen back on the two way finesse in diamonds… That 
seems inferior if for no other reason than if you “guessed” wrong which way to finesse the diamond, you would blame 
yourself instead of the card Gods for simply placing the HQ offside.   

 

As it went, after cashing the spades, Susan cashed the DA and took the losing diamond finesse to the DQ.  
Contract fails one trick. 11 IMPs to Derman  

 

2D=GF 

5C=1430 

 

S- Susan Zhang 
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There were a variety of 
results on Board 9, 
some of which were 
the result of bidding 
and some that were 
the result of play. 
 

At most of the tables in 
play, N/S reached the 
very reasonable heart 
game. 
 

 

 

Bidding failures: 

In Ding/Rubenstein, the 12 IMP swing occurred when Wildavsky/ D Compton reached the standard 4H and Z Grossack 
balanced red v black with X. Botta bid 5C; North doubled and there simply were not enough tricks to make this a good 
save at any vulnerability.  

and 

In Lewis/Millens, the 11 IMP swing occurred when Millens made a Jacoby transfer in lieu of the Texas transfer that 
most South’s chose. Jacoby apparently implied better than “only” game values and Huang, North, holding 16 of the 
promised 14-17 HCP for his opening 1NT, went forward over 4H to 4NT. Millens responded 5C and Huang jumped to 
6NT. Linda Lewis led her 4th best club and Paul had no trouble cashing his two black aces. In the fullness of time, the 
contract failed two tricks. 
 

Play failure: 

In Dinkin/Rosenthal, Sam Dinkin declared 4H. Wolpert led 
the C5 and Sam won the jack. He immediately led the H4 
and played the ace!!! from dummy. Since he could afford to 
lose two black aces and one only trump trick, he should 
have safety played trump and inserted a spot between the 7 
and the 10. Safety plays in IMPs are low or no cost and mat-
ter so much! Contract failing… losing 2 hearts, CA & SA 

Success in both bidding and play: In Derman/Zhang, Avery 
Silverstein was declarer in 4H. Shi led the C5. Korbel won the 
ace and cashed the SA. Silverstein won the spade return 
with her king and played the HQ!! She was at the crossroads 
and she knew it. Shi covered with the HK and Avery was 

home! Normal contract. Good play. Avery and Ethan 
are juniors competing at the top level. Dad Aaron 
Silverstein should be very proud of his daughter!  

 17 
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Yes, there really is such a thing as a flat board! Everyone played in the heart game from N/S. Everyone led a spade. Eve-
ryone took 10 tricks!!  
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Most of the field (all but 
one pair) played in spades.  

 

Not everyone got to the 
cold game but most took 
10 tricks.  

 

The Rosenbergs in 
Ding/Rosenthal got to 4H. 
This could have been de-
feated. D Compton, E, led 
a diamond. Wildavsky won 
the ace and played the CA. 
IF Adam continues clubs, 
he will tap dummy and 
destroy the communica-
tion between the North 
and South hands. Debbie 
will not be able to pick up 
hearts with one loser and 
get back to her hand to 
enjoy the long spades. 

 

Alas, Adam switched back 
to diamonds! Debbie won 
in hand with the king, led 
a heart to the jack, cashed 
the HA and claimed 10! 

 

Irina Kislitsyna, in Ivatury/Millens, 
failed in 4S. Kevin Dwyer led the CA 
followed by the D2 to Kislitsyna’s 
queen. Irina played the DJ and Kevin 
won his ace. He played the CK and 
Irina ruffed. She played a spade to 
the king …  
 

As above, the heart suit is key. 
 

Irina needs all her dummy entries to 
play hearts toward her hand through 
the KQT. Alas, she played the CJ! Ce-
cilia Dwyer-Rimstedt covered and 
Irina ruffed with the SJ. She was now 
doomed. She played the S6 to 
dummy’s queen  (Dwyer actually 

gave her a chance to succeed by following with the 4!! He really needed to play the ten to force the queen!! However, 
in reality, Irina would have needed to be clairvoyant to insert the 8 so Dwyer was saved. Kislitsyna cashed the DK, 
played the H3 to the king and ace. Oops! She effectively endplayed herself!!! She played the HJ. Cecilia won the queen. 
Cecilia played the good HT and for some reason, Kevin ruffed it. Had he pitched, they would have defeated the contract 

2 when Cecilia led a club to promote Kevin’s ST. It probably made no difference in the score. In the other room, the 
Dwyer’s teammates, Huang and Millens, stopped in 3S making 140. 5 IMPs to Millens  

1C=2+ 

3C=mixed raise 
(5)6+C 
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George Klemic of the Derman team called me last night to alert me to Board 35. He said his partner was outstanding 
and he thought I should take a look. 

 

Indeed, Maya Jonas-Silver, a junior in WBF terms (U31), played the hand brilliantly to make 4S and earn 12 IMPs for her 
effort.  

 

Wildavsky led the CA followed by the CK and the HQ. Maya won her HA and played the S4. Donna Compton won the SK 
with the ace. She played the H4 to Maya’s king. Maya ruffed a heart and played the S7 off dummy to the 2, EIGHT!, C3. 
This play was critical to bring in the trump suit with only one loser to take ten tricks. Maya pulled another trump, went 
to dummy with a diamond, cashed dummy’s SJ, and continued with the DQ to her ace. She cashed the DJ and D6 for 
+620!  

 

At the other table, after North, Avery Silverstein, showed either hearts and clubs or diamonds and spades (same 
shape), Lin-Huan Chen found herself in 4S from East. Derman led the H4. Chen won the ace in dummy. She played a 
spade to the king, losing to Derman’s ace. Derman played a club to Avery’s king and she cashed her club ace. Avery 
continued with the CJ; Derman pitched a heart and Chen ruffed in dummy with the S8. She cashed the now lone SQ 
and conceded down one with the ST scoring the setting trick. 

 

When did Chen go wrong? At trick TWO! First, winning the HA in dummy put her in the wrong hand to pull trump. Once 
she was in dummy, she had basically two safe options: she could cash the HK and lead a diamond to her hand or simply 
lead a diamond to her hand to play the trump suit as Maya did by finessing the 8. 

 

Paul Lewis in the Lewis/Rubenstein match was the only other declarer to succeed in 4S and he had help from the oppo-
nents. Emma Kolesnik led the CA and switched to the HQ. Lewis won his ace and played a spade to the king and ace. 
Adam Grossack played a club to declarer’s queen and his fiancé’s king. Emma could have exited with the CJ and Adam 
could have discarded on it, but, instead, she played the C7 and effectively picked up the trump suit for Paul when Adam 
ruffed with the six and Paul overruffed with the eight. If Adam had pitched on the club, Paul would still be in dummy in 
position to finesse the trump himself. 

1NT=15-17 

Double=4 of a Major + 5 
of a minor or diamonds 
or a good hand 

2H=spades 


