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David Berkowitz
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Ron Gerard
Fred Gitelman
6 | Mahaffey | 170 31113 (34|30| 29|33 Bob Hamman
Geoff Hampson

Mike Kamil

Ralph Katz
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Chip Martel

Beth Palmer

Pepsi Pszczola

Eric Rodwell

Debbie Rosenberg
Michael Rosenberg
Kerri Sanborn

Aaron Silverstein
Danny Sprung
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Adam Wildavsky
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Jan Martel
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Suzi Subeck
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Peg Kaplan
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Susie Miller

. ) Lisa Berkowitz
From Left: Denny Clerkin, Jerry Clerkin, Mike Levine, Bob Morris, Martha Katz

Mike Passell, Eddie Wold, Mark Jacobus
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Congrats Team Wold' USA1'
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2017 USSBC Teams

OLD TIMES — THE OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF THE USSBC

listed in seeding point order

Hamman, NPC

Hemant Lall
Zia Mahmood
Robert Hamman

Reese Milner
Steve Garner
Bart Bramley

Winning is great, sure,
but if you are really
going to do something in
life, the secret is learning
how to lose. Nobody
goes undefeated all the

time. If you can pick up
after a crushing defeat,
and go on to win again,
you are going to be a
champion someday.
Wilma Rudolph

Wolfson Jeffrey Wolfson, Capt Neil Silverman
David Berkowitz Alan Sontag
Michael Becker Allan Graves
Wold Eddie Wold, Capt Michael Levine
Marc Jacobus Mike Passell
Dennis Clerkin Jerry Clerkin
Gupta Vinita Gupta, Capt Billy Miller
Kit Woolsey Fred Stewart
Steve Robinson Peter Boyd
Mahaffey Jim Mahaffey, Capt Sam Lev
Neil Chambers John Schermer
Matthew Granovetter Roger Bates
Lewis Paul Lewis, Capt Linda Lewis
Jim Krekorian Drew Casen
Mark Itabashi
Falk Allan Falk, Capt Jeff Aker
Doug Simson John Lusky
Glenn Eisenstein John Rengstorff
Pollack Bill Pollack, Capt Ron Rubin
Mark Feldman Mark Cohen
Larry Robbins Steve Beatty
Cappelli Robert Cappelli, Capt Robert Bitterman
David Caprera Anne Brenner
Reynolds W. Thomas Reynolds, Capt Lance Kerr

William Hall
Sally Woolsey

Brenda Jacobus

I think more about running
away now than T did as akid
but by the time I put my teethin
my gasses on and find my keys
X forget why fm going.

COMPUTER TECH SUPPORT ? ALRIGHT... I'VE REMOVED
ALL OF MY COOKIES... NOW WHAT?
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ROUND ROBIN
DAy DATE TIME BOARDS
WEDNESDAY May 17 9:45 AM CAPTAINS' MEETING IN ROOM 1321
WEDNESDAY May 17 10:00-11:20 BOARDS 1-9
11:30-12:50 BOARDS 10 - 18
1:00-2:20 BOARDS 19 - 27
85 MINUTE LUNCH BREAK
3:45-5:05 BOARDS 1-9
5:15-6:35 BOARDS 10 - 18
6:45-8:10 BOARDS 19 - 27
THURSDAY May 18 10:00-11:20 BOARDS 1-9
11:30-12:50 BOARDS 10 - 18
1:00-2:20 BOARDS 19 - 27

100 MINUTE LUNCH BREAK

* THE FINAL 2 MATCHES ARE SEQUESTERED - ONE PAIR ON EACH TEAM MUST PLAY BOTH MATCHES & MUST REMAIN IN THE CLOSED ROOM FOR BOTH MATCHES.
NO SCORE COMPARISON ALLOWED.

QUARTERFINAL & USA2 ROUND OF 32 (KO ON SAME SCHEDULE)

THURSDAY May 18 4:00-6:10 SEGMENT 1 BOARDS 1-15
6:20-8:30 SEGMENT 2 BOARDS 16-30
FRIDAY MaAv 19 10:00-12:10 SEGMENT 3 BOARDS 1-15
12:25-2:35 SEGMENT 4 BOARDS 16-30
70 MINUTE LUNCH BREAK
3:45-5:55 SEGMENT 5 BOARDS 1-15
6:10 - 8:20 SEGMENT 6 BOARDS 16-30 q
SEMIFINAL & USA2 ROUND OF 16 (SCHEDULE SOON) °
SATURDAY May 20 10:00-12:10 SEGMENT 1 BOARDS 1-15
12:25-2:35 SEGMENT 2 BOARDS 16-30 =
70 MINUTE LUNCH BREAK
3:45-5:55 SEGMENT 3 BOARDS 1-15 q
6:10 - 8:20 SEGMENT 4 BOARDS 16-30 =
SUNDAY May 21 10:00-12:10 SEGMENT 5 BOARDS 1-15
12:25-2:35 SEGMENT 6 BOARDS 16-30
95 MINUTE LUNCH BREAK
FINAL & USA2 QUARTERFINAL (6 USA2 TEAMS) 3
SUNDAY May 21 4:00-6:10 SEGMENT 1 BOARDS 1-15
6:20 - 8:30 SEGMENT 2 BOARDS 16-30 Q
MONDAY May 22 10:00-12:10 SEGMENT 3 BOARDS 1-15
12:25-2:35 SEGMENT 4 BOARDS 16-30 =
70 MINUTE LUNCH BREAK *
3:45-5:55 SEGMENT 5 BOARDS 1-15
6:10 - 8:20 SEGMENT 6 BOARDS 16-30
USA2 SEMIFINAL
TUESDAY Mav 23 10:00-12:10 SEGMENT 1 BOARDS 1-15 o
12:25-2:35 SEGMENT 2 BOARDS 16-30
3:45-5:55 70 MINUTE LUNCH BREAK =
6:10-8:20 SEGMENT 3 BOARDS 1-15
SEGMENT 4 BOARDS 16-30 ¢
WEDNESDAY May 24 10:00-12:10 SEGMENT 5 BOARDS 1-15
12:25-2:35 SEGMENT 6 BOARDS 16-30
95 MINUTE LUNCH BREAK
USA2 FINAL =
WEDNESDAY May 24 4:00-6:10 SEGMENT 1 BOARDS 1-15 I
6:20- 8:30 SEGMENT 2 BOARDS 16-30 ¢
THURSDAY May 25 10:00-12:10 SEGMENT 3 BOARDS 1-15
12:25-2:35 SEGMENT 4 BOARDS 16-30
70 MINUTE LUNCH BREAK
3:45 - 5:55 SEGMENT 5 BOARDS 1-15
6:10 - 8:20 SEGMENT 6 BOARDS 16-30



Hospitality Suite

The hospitality suite for the 2017 Senior USBC is Suite 2321, on the level above the playing rooms.
Players, volunteers, kibitzers, friends and supporters are welcome in the Hospitality Suite during the
tournament. Please join hostesses Susie Miller, Lisa Berkowitz & Martha Katz for:
Breakfast each day from 8:00-10:30 am.

Lunch Friday through Tuesday from 1:30-4:00.

The Hospitality Suite will be open for Vugraph, casual chit chat, drinks & snacks during the rest of the
playing hours and for a short time after the end of play each day.

The Players' Lounge (room 1321) will also be open throughout the tournament. We will have coffee and
snacks there during play.

ALERT!
many of the bog,
when being carried.
Please count
Your cards on
every hand!

No Electronic Devices are Permitted in the Playing Area. This applies to players AND kibitzers. Severe penalties will
be assessed for violation of this rule. Please turn off all cell phones and check them at the door. The USBF reserves
the right to wand anyone entering the playing rooms.

Board 2
oar A A52 Open Room
Dealer: E
v Q3763 West North East South
N/S Vul. o A
S £3 Gupta Berkowitz Miller Sontag
€EMeNt 3 & Q953
1D Pass Q
» Q876 o A KT3 Pass 1H 15 25 S
v 854 I v A 3S 4D 4s Double o
¢ T62 KJ874
¢ All Pass %
% 86 & T72 ’<)
[ ]
A 9 Closed Room '_”!.
v KT2 Becker Robinson Graves Boyd g
¢ Q953 1D Pass
% AKJ4 1H Pass 1S All Pass

Both Easts opened 1D. Becker chose to respond with 1H on his 3 HCP, keeping
his opponents out of the auction! When Graves bid 1S, Becker was satisfied. His vulnerable opponents were not in
game (always a possible big swing) and he was at a low enough level to feel comfortable. Graves lost 2 clubs, 1 dia-
mond, 1 spade and 1 diamond ruff for +110.

Gupta chose to pass on the West hand. Berkowitz now bid 1H. Miller bid 1S and when Sontag cued in support of
hearts, Gupta raised spades. Berkowitz bid 4D, Miller took the push, and Sonty doubled. Miller lost six tricks when he
tried crossruffing and ran out of trumps. Down 3! 12 IMPs to Wolfson

Funny how Becker’s light response kept his side lower... At this vulnerability, it is often right to respond... on almost
anything ... to keep your vulnerable opponents out! Strong club players almost always respond because they know
their partner’s hand is limited. 4



Hard
Sudoku

I cannot see
I cannot pee

I cannot chew
I cannot screw
Oh my god, what can I do?
My memory shrinks
My hearing stinks
No sense of smell
I look like hell
My mood is bad - can you tell?
My body's drooping
Have trouble pooping
The Golden Years
have come at last
The Golden Years
can kiss my ass.

Bottom
Top
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Puzzle Page ...

Five couples got engaged during this past year, each in a different month. Coincidentally, each couple met originally
through a dating service and had no prior experience with each other. A year later, all five couples got engaged! Each
man asked his girlfriend to marry him (and each was quite relieved when she agreed!) at a special event on a different
day of the week. Although technically, Mark didn’t plan his proposal ahead of time for a special event. His girlfriend
was rushed to the hospital for emergency appendix surgery and he asked her when she came out of recovery (he
thought it would help take her mind off the surgery). Determine the first name of each couple, the day of the week
(Monday through Friday) and the month that each got engaged, and where each engagement took place.

1. One couple got engaged in May at a friend’s wedding. Jeremy asked his girlfriend in March. Mark didn’t propose to
his girlfriend on Wednesday.

2. Chris asked Amy to marry him two months before the couple who got engaged at the opera.

3. Sally’s boyfriend asked her to marry him on a Friday. Ellen wasn’t dating Allen. One couple got engaged on a Monday
night in July but it wasn’t Kristin and her boyfriend.

4. One couple got engaged in October at a family birthday party but not on a Tuesday night. Marcia got engaged at the
opera but Jeremy wasn’t her boyfriend.

5. Rick asked his girlfriend, who wasn’t Kristin, to marry him two days after Marcia was asked but the day before the
couple who were engaged in August.

6. The five couples, in no particular order, were the couple who went to dinner, Kristin and her boyfriend, the couple
who got engaged on Wednesday, Allen and his girlfriend, and the couple who got engaged in May.

g
o > & El o N | o o
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Amy
Ellen
Kristin
Marcia
Sally
birthday
dinner
hospital
opera
wedding
March
May
. Puzzle
August
October Answer:
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Thursday = 2900 Aepsaupany I N u=3
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Kit Woolsey

b. 1943

Kit Woolsey was born in 1943 in Washington DC. He earned a B.A. in mathematics from Oberlin College
in 1964 and a master’s degree from the University of lllinois in 1965. Kit lives in Kensington CA with his
wife Sally, a leading player in her own right, and their two cats.

His parents taught Kit the rules of bridge when he was 9 or 10, but he had no other formal training. His
first victory at the national level came in 1967, when he won the Mixed Pairs with Trudy Machlin, wife of
tournament director, Jerry Machlin.

He has since formed long-term partnerships with three experts, presumably chosen in part for maximum
contrast with Kit’s own thick head of hair. From the late 1960s until 1978, Kit played mainly with Steve
Robinson, with whom he won the Blue Ribbon Pairs and the Men’s Pairs. Kit and Steve invented several
conventions in common use today, including Puppet Stayman and Crash over strong club openings. The
two recently revived their partnership to win the World Senior Teams in 2000 and 2003. Kit’s second long-
term partner was Ed Manfield, with whom he played from 1978 until Ed’s death in 1999. Their major
championships included the Blue Ribbon Pairs, Rosenblum Teams, Vanderbilt Teams, Grand National
Teams, multiple Men’s Pairs and B-A-Ms and Open Swiss Teams. Kit has been playing with his current
partner, Fred Stewart, since 1999. Fred persuaded Kit to play a forcing club system for the first time, and
Kit has become an enthusiastic convert.

In the late 1970s, Kit began a successful career as a bridge writer, producing Partnership Defense at
Bridge, Matchpoints and Modern Defensive Signals. He was co-author of Clobber Their Artificial Club and
won the IBPA award in 1977 for the best article or series on a system or convention.

If you watch Kit at the bridge table, hunched over, rocking back and forth in his chair, and frowning, you
might wonder whether he is enjoying himself. At some point, though, someone will make a play Kit doesn’t
expect. He will sit up straight, open his eyes very wide and say, “Now that is interesting.” Then his pleasure
in the game is written on his face.



Board 10 a Open Room
Dealer: £ ¢ 133 West North East South
Al Vul. ¢ 98762 Gupta Berkowitz Miller Sontag m
=
Segment3 . Ag3 15 Pass -
=k
4 QT76 o A AK832 25 Pass 3H Pass %
v 875 I v Q964 4S All Pass
| = T
¢ ATS ¢ Q Closed Room C-ﬂT‘
-
T65 * K2 Becker Robinson Graves Boyd (-]
A 954 =
1S 2C
v AK
o K43 2S 3C All Pass
% QJ974 In the Closed Room, Becker led a spade against 3C. Graves won his king and

shifted to the DQ, king, ace. Becker led a club and Graves rose with dummy’s

ace. A heart was led to the ace and king, and a spade was ruffed in dummy. A
heart ruff, spade ruff, heart on which declarer pitched a diamond while Becker ruffed followed. There was still the los-
ing CK out there and the contract failed by one.

In the Open Room, Miller/Gupta bid the spade game. It could have been defeated off the top if Sontag cashed his high
hearts, leads a club to North’s ace and gets a ruff. At the table, Sontag led the CQ, ducked to declarer’s king. Miller
played the DQ to the king and ace, and led a spade off dummy to his ace. He cashed the SK and DJ and played a trump
to dummy discarding his losing club. Eventually, he lost three heart tricks. Contract making and 11 IMPs to Gupta

Board19 | AQT7652 Open Room
Dealer:
/ea er:S v 92 D Clerkin Garner J Clerkin Zia
E/W Vul.
¢ 72 Pass :
Segment 4 & 75
1D 3S Double Pass g
A )3 g A 94 4D Pass 5D All Pass
v Ql4 v A876 5
Closed Room [ V]
¢ AQJT83 ¢ K
Lall Levine Milner Wold =
& 94 & AKT863 E
Pass
A K8 (-]
v KT53 1D 2S Double Pass n_
¢ 9654 3D Pass 3S Double
% QJ2 Pass 4s 5C All Pass

In the Closed Room, 5C, on the 6-2 fit, had no play. The HK was offsides and
there were two spades and a club to lose. Accordingly, Milner went down two.

In the Open Room, the Clerkin brothers found the superior contract of 5D, on the 6-1 fit with the better trump holding.
There were still three losers: two spades and the HK, however, the defenders needed to be careful in their defense.
Garner led his SA. Zia, the man with the flair, could have tossed his SK. Garner could then cash his SQ and exit a heart,
cutting off the entry to dummy’s clubs and setting up his partner’s king.

Zia, liking to do things “His Way,” followed low to the spade. Steven continued the suit, not being able to tell if Zia had
Kx or simpy x. On winning his SK, Zia took his only chance to defeat the contract. He shifted to the HK. This had the de-
sired effect of cutting declarer’s entry to the clubs, but the heart loser went away and declarer no longer needed the
club suit. This defense would have been successful had declarer not held BOTH the queen and jack of hearts! 13 IMPs

to Wold
8



Board 26 A QITO Open Room
Dealer:E ¢ 195 West North East South
Al Vul. ¢ KT2 Gupta Wolfson Miller Silverman
2D 2H 3D Double &
A 52 N A K874 =k
v 85 I v 74 Pass 3NT All Pass %
¢ Q753 ¢ Al964 Closed Room (-]
. ]
KT832 * A6 Becker Stewart Graves Woolsey C-ﬂ!‘
A A63 (-]
1D 1H =
¥ AKQJ63
. B 2D 2H 3D 4H
% 754 All Pass

In the Closed Room, Woolsey and Stewart never had a chance. They played the “routine” 4H contract doomed to fail-
ure when Becker led the D5 through dummy’s king to Graves’ ace. Graves shifted to the CA and a club to Becker’s king

to score a club ruff.

In the Open Room, Neil Silverman, holding Woolsey’s cards chose a double over 3D where Woolsey jumped to the
heart game. Silverman left room for Wolfson to make the judgment as to which game would be better. Wolfson, long
recognized around Chicago for good instinctive play, chose 3NT. He was spot-on. Miller led a fourth best diamond.
Wolfson won the queen with the king, hooked the spade king and claimed 11 tricks. 13 IMPs to Wolfson

On this same hand, in the Lewis/Mahaffey match, in the
Open Room, Bates judged well to stop in 3H since 4H can’t
make. The defense started with a diamond to the nine fol-
lowed by the CA and club for the ruff. Nine tricks and the
contract succeeded. +140

In the Closed Room, Paul Lewis and Mark Itabasi, with the
absence of a 3D bid by Chambers, bid the heart game.

In spite of his partner’s 1D opening bid, Schermer chose to
lead a spade going for a possible ruff. Itabashi put up
dummy’s queen and it held.

Mark pulled trump in two rounds ending in dummy. He fi-
nessed the SK and played a spade to the ace.

Open Room

Casen Bates Krekorian Granovetter
1D 1H ™

2D 2H 3D Double g

[

Pass 3H All Pass Qj

Closed Room

Schermer P Lewis Chambers Itabashi D
1D 1H D

2D 2H Pass 4H (]

All Pass <

He played the D8 and sailed it to the nine with East. Chambers played the SK which Itabashi ruffed. Itabashi played a
club to the queen and ace and a club came back. 10 tricks for North/South... contract making and 10 IMPs to Lewis



Board 21 A Q962
Dealer: N v A73
N/S Vul. + Q82
Segment 4 & Q7
A KIT873 g a A54
v 82 v J54
¢ T94 I ¢ 75
& A4 & K9652
'y
¥ KQT96
¢ AKJ63
& T83

Open Room

West North East South

Casen Bates Krekorian Granovetter g
Pass Pass 1H “-'

2S 2NT 3S All Pass

Closed Room g

Schermer P Lewis Chambers Itabashi )
Pass Pass 1H ﬁ

1S 2S Double 4H <

All Pass

In the Open Room, Casen put maximum pressure on the opponents with his 2S
preempt over Granovetter’s 1H opening. Bates could go either way. He could
raise hearts with three to the ace, or he could show invitational values and a
spade stopper. He chose the latter and bid 2NT. When Krekorian bid 3S, Granovetter could have shown his distribu-
tional strength by bidding 4D. He chose to be conservative and passed. This did not work out well for him.

Bates led a small heart from his ace to Granovetter’s nine. Granovetter cashed the DK, the HK, and DA. The HQ was
ruffed and Casen led the ST to the queen and ace, Granovetter discarding a diamond. CK, a club to the ace and dia-
mond ruff followed. Recognizing Bates’ S9 was going to score, Casen conceded down one.

In the Closed Room, Paul Lewis and Itabashi had an easy route to the game when Schermer overcalled 1S. Lewis could
show his limit raise with a spade cue, and over Chambers double, Itabashi bid the game. Itabashi ruffed and took his
nine remaining red tricks. Contract making... 12 IMPs to Lewis

Reflecting...

Itabashi, Kre-
korian, J
Clerkin, Jaco-
bus, Passell



Limey Jack...

Hallo Yanks:

Limey Jack is man enough to admit to making an error. For the first time, a pick went awry. Zia has shown a human
side and will have to be content with going as USA 2. Congratulations to Team Wold. Limey Jack does query how Friar

Tuck, nimble tho he be, can serve two masters.

In the semis of USA 2, there is still a 5 handed team as well as a Filly. The matches are:

Hamman-Falk: Look for a withdrawal from the Falk squad similar to The Falklands withdrawing against Great Britain. Zia

carries the honour of the Union Jack.

Wolfson-Lewis: Limey Jack expects this to go the distance, similar in length to Howie Dung changing his knickers. Wolf-
son had the easier time and Lewis is shorthanded. That does tend to constrict the flow. Lewis may well have enough
petrol in the tank to slip by Wolfson; alas to no avail as Zia awaits on the far side of Charing Cross Station.

Buck up Mates. This madness is on the wane.

Cheers, LJ

Howie Doing...

Petra chose Alan.
I’d have picked Paul.
The teams with the dames
Are the first ones to fall!

And Bart works with Falk
On EOC cases.
Being opponents
Is like changing places.

I, not Sir Slimey,
Told you Team Wold
Would take out Team Hamman
And bring home the gold!

Local Players Come to Kibitz: Ken Wolff and Steve
Brown—District 13 GNT Flight B Representatives in To-
ronto this summer

I’m picking for Falk.
You should and you can.
Kate needs to stay here

To VuGraph for Jan.

Chicago loves Wolfson.
It's local appeal.
And Jeff plays his best
When he’s playing with Neil.

David must stay here,
For Lisa there’s need.
Four teams remain
For Lisa to feed!

Those are my picks,
And when this is through,
I'll give you the winner
Of USA2!

Stefanie’s Mom and Steve Garner
(Stefanie’s Mom=Petra Hamman)

11
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