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Teams Entered... listed in seeding order

“TRIALS” AND TRIBULATIONS

Fleisher Martin Fleisher, Capt Chip Martel Rounp oF 16
Eric Greco Geoff Hampson SUNDAY MAy 13 | 9:45 Am CAPTAINS' MEETING
ByetoRndof 8  Joe Grue Brad Moss SUNDAY May 13 | 10:00-12:10 | SeGmenT 1 BoarDs 1-15
Nickell Nick Nickell, Capt Ralph Katz 12:25-2:35 SEGMENT 2 BOARDs 16-30
Bobby Levin Steve Weinstein 345 - 5:55 ;o M'"UT; ';JNC“ BRlEAle
: -9 EGMENT OARDS 1-
Bye to Rnd of 8 Jeff Meckstroth Eric Rodwell 6:10 - 8:20 SEGMENT 4 BOARDS 16-30
Rosenthal Andrew Rosenthal, Capt Aaron Silverstein MONDAY May 14 | 10:00-12:10 | SEGMENT5 Boarps 1-15
Robert Hamman David Berkowitz 12:25-2:35 SEGMENT 6 BOARDS 16-30
Bye toRnd of 16  Eldad Ginossar Chris Willenken 2:‘1'(5) - ::;’g ;0 MINUTE LUNCH BRlEAlK
. :10-8: 7B -15
Petra Hamman, NPC  Reese Milner Hemant Lall EGMENT OARDS
SEGMENT 8 BOARDS 16-30
Justin Lall Kevin Bathurst QUARTER-FINAL
Zia Mahmood Jacek Pszczola TUESDAY May 15 | 10:00-12:10 | SEGMENT 1 BOARDS 1-15
Borker Jay Borker, Capt Michael Rosenberg 12:25-2:35 | SEGMENT 2 BOARDs 16-30
Roger Lee Daniel Korbel 3:45 - 5:55 70 MINUTE LUNCH BREAK
. . . . 6:10-8:20 SEGMENT 3 BOARDS 1-15
Morris Michael Levine Eddie Wold SEGMENT 4 BOARDS 16-30
Mike Passell Marc Jacobus WEDNESDAY | May 16 | 10:00-12:10 | SEGMENTS5 BoARDS 1-15
Greg Hinze David Grainger 12:25-2:35 SEGMENT 6 BOARDS 16-30
Mahaffey Jim Mahaffey, Capt Sam Lev S70 MINU;'EBLUNCH B:E:;(
. 3:45 -5:55 EGMENT OARDS 1-
John Schermer Neil Chambers 6.10. 820 SEGMENT 8 BOARDS 16-30
Billy Cohen Gary Cohler SEMI-FINAL
Gupta Vinita Gupta, Capt Billy Miller ; ;
p pta, Lap \ : THURSDAY May 17 | 10:00-12:10 | SEGMENT 1 BOARDS 1-15
Huub Bertens Ron Smith 12:25-2:35 SEGMENT 2 BOARDS 16-30
Oren Kriegel 70 MINUTE LUNCH BREAK
Fireman Paul Fireman, Capt Gavin Wolpert 3:45-5:55 SEGMENT 3 BOARDS 1-15
) 6:10 - 8:20 SEGMENT 4 BOARDS 16-30
John Kranyak Vincent Demuy
. FRIDAY May 18 | 10:00-12:10 | SEGMENT5 BoARDs 1-15
Joel Wooldridge John Hurd 12:25-2:35 | SeGMENT6 BoARDS 16-30
Robinson Steve Robinson, Capt Peter Boyd 70 MINUTE LUNCH BREAK
Bart Bramley Kit Woolsey 3:45 - 5:55 SEGMENT 7 BOARDS 1-15
Mark Feldman Ross Grabel 6:10 - 8:20 SEGMENT 8 BoARDs 16-30
Meltzer Rose Meltzer, Capt Nik Demirev T OOF"‘I";LIO S = T
. SATURDAY May 19 : - H EGMENT OARDS 1-
Ste\{e (ST e 12:25-2:35 SEGMENT 2 BOARDS 16-30
Kevin Dwyer Shan Huang 70 MINUTE LUNCH BREAK
Harris Martin Harris, Capt Jacob Morgan 3:45-5:55 SEGMENT 3 BOARDS 1-15
Matthew Granovetter Pam Granovetter 6:10 - 8:20 SEGMENT 4 BOARDS 16-30
Miriam Harris-Botzum John Botzum SUNDAY May 20 | 10:00-12:10 | SEGMENT1 BOARDS 1-15
. . . . 12:25-2:35 2B 16-
Ozdil Melih Ozdil, Capt Brian Glubok SEGMENT OARDS 16-30
k ) 70 MINUTE LUNCH BREAK
Drew Casen Jim Krekorian 3:45 - 5:55 SEGMENT 3 BOARDS 1-15
Lo Ai-Tai Lo, Capt William Pettis 6:10 - 8:20 SEGMENT 4 BOARDS 16-30
Alex Kolesnik Bob Etter
Ira Hessel Dan Morse
Juster Jeffrey Juster Franklin Merblum T i S h d I
Adam Grossack Zachary Grossack o U r n a m e n c e U e
Howard Weinstein Adam Wildavsky S
Doub Doug Doub, Capt John Stiefel
Karen McCallum Geoffrey Brod Everyone needs a
Vic Kin
— coach. It doesn't
Janice Seamon-Molson,
Molson Capt Tobi Sokolow matter whether
1
Kerri Sanborn Stephen Sanborn yourea
Beth Palmer Sylvia Shi basketball player,
Lewis Paul Lewis, Capt Linda Lewis a tennis player, a
Danny Sprung JoAnn Sprung gymnast or a Love good hands
‘ Robert C.appelll Robet‘t Bitterman bridge player. Love to share ‘em
Schireson Max Schireson, Capt Debbie Rosenberg Bill Gates
Geeske Joel William Watson Love to double
Sam Dinkin, NPC Tom Reynolds Lance Kerr Just to scare ‘em!
David Pelka William Hall
Cohen Seth Cohen, Capt Howard Einberg 2
James Glickman Bill St Clair




“TRIALS” AND TRIBULATIONS

| ]
Closedd Room | AQTS West North East South
Board 2 v AT75 Katz Lev Nickell Mahaffey
Dealer: E
N/S Vul. ¢ Q652 3C Pass
% S 5C Double All Pass
A 95 g a 63 Cohen Levin Cohler S Weinstein -
v J86432 I vK 1C 15
¢ A9 ¢+ J73 2H 4s All Pass <
& KJ4 & AQ97632
» KJ742 PFopIe are opening lighter and lighter these days. This hand is a good exam-
e..
v Q9 g
¢ KT84 Cohler, at favorable, holding the East 10-count, opened 1C. Weinstein had an
& T8 easy 1S overcall. Cohen stretched a bit and bid 2H on his 9 count. Unlucky for
the E/W boys, Levin can take a joke. He jumped to 4S which made with an
overtrick.

Nickell, more old school, opened the East hand 3C. In the “old days,” jumping around was more effective at disturbing
the opponents and keeping them out of the auction. Mahaffey had no call at the three level. He passed and Katz
jumped to 5C. Lev doubled and defeated the “save” two tricks! 11 IMPs to Nickell

In Lall/Morris, H Lall opened the East hand 1C. Hinze passed and ultimately he and his partner played in a spade partial.
At the other table in that match, Jacobus was able to open a Precision 2C. Zia passed and Passell responded 2H. Pepsi
doubled. Jacobus bid 3C. Zia bid 4S and Passell took the save and escaped undoubled. 3 IMPs to Morris

In Fireman/Fleisher, the board was a push. Both tables played in 4S making five.

In Rosenthal/Juster, Wildavsky and Weinstein had a confusing auction (see below) to arrive in 4H doubled E/W. That
went down three for =500 while Hamman/Berkowitz saved in 5C doubled, going light only two. 5 IMPs to Rosenthal

H Weinstein Ginossar Wildavsky Willenken
1C Pass
1H Double 2C 2H (good hand with spades)
2S (looking for stopper?) Double 3C 3S
Pass Pass 4H Pass
Pass Double All Pass

Hospitality Information...

The hospitality suite for the 2018 USBC will be in room 1068-70. Our wonderful hostesses, Lisa Berkowitz and Martha
Katz have made the "trek" to Houston to welcome you to the Suite. They will be joined by Nancy Strohmer, Betty Star-
zec, Shawn Quinn and other local volunteers.

Breakfast will be served each day from 8:00-10:30 and lunch starting on Sunday from 1:00-4:00.

The hospitality suite will be open for Vugraph, casual chit chat, drinks & snacks during the rest of the playing hours and
for a short time after the end of the day.

The "Players' Break Room" (aka Jan's office) will be in the playing area (room 862, around the corner from most of the
playing rooms, all of which are on the 8th floor. ). It will be available for the entire tournament. We will have coffee,
soft drinks and snacks available while you wait for your slow teammates to finish playing.




Board 19 a T87 West North East South
Dealer: S v T Z Grossack Silverstein A Grossack Rosenthal
E/W Vul.
¢ KQ6543 Pass
976
* 1H Pass 1S Pass g
& KQJ _ & A965432 2C Pass 3H (forcing) ~ Pass g
v KQ975 v AJ6 4NT Pass 5D Pass =
* 7 ¢ A9 =
~ AQJS "5 S5NT Pass 6H Double g
N Redouble All Pass —
=
v 8432 Willenken Merblum Ginossaur Juster | —
s JT82 (7))
Pass [
% KT432 ®
1H 3D 4D 55 =y
6H Pass 7H All Pass

Board 19 was a push in three out of four matches. Five pairs bid 7S and one pair bid 7NT.

It was more exciting in the Rosenthal/Juster match where the action was key. The Grossack brothers were exploring for
a grand slam when Rosenthal jumped in and doubled six hearts for a spade lead. At this point, it was still unclear in
which major they were going to declare.

Zack was keycarding in hearts and might well have passed 6H if given that option. Once Rosenthal doubled, Zack found
another option... he REDOUBLED!

A spade was led. Rosenthal trumped and Grossack claimed 12 tricks. +2070

Zack, solemnly, made the comment that they’d probably lose a few IMPs because 6HXX did not score as much as the
spade grand.

Meanwhile back at the other table... Zack was partially right... his opponents did indeed bid a grand... but not the grand
they could make. Willenken opened 1H. Merblum preempted 3D. Ginossaur disdained his spade suit and cue bid 4D in
support of his partner’s hearts. With the favorable vulnerability, Juster muddied the water by jumping to 5S. This had
an amazing effect.

Willenken gambled that Ginossaur held two aces and bid 6H. Ginossaur, looking at THREE aces, bid the heart grand.
Merblum dutifully led a spade, gaining 19 IMPs for Juster! This hand proves that you never know what is happening at
the other table! While Zack was right about the grand, he was wrong about losing some IMPs on the hand!

This Competition ...

It is interesting to note that in this year’s USBC, six married couples entered the competition. While the Sprungs and
the Lewises did not make it out of the RoundRobin, and the other four were eliminated in the Round of Sixteen, it is a
welcome dynamic to the field. The couples did not all play in partnership with one another. Three played as pairs and
three played on different teams. Those playing split were the Rosenbergs (Debbie and Michael), the newlyweds, Sylvia
Shi and Dan Korbel, and Beth Palmer and Bill Pettis.

Having been knocked out, we hope to see all six next year in Schaumburg competing for entry in the World Mixed

Teams Contest.
4




Board 22 s
Dealer: E
v
E/W Vul.
¢
-
A 95
v KJT7653
*
& AKQS
)
v
*
-

J732

753
Jo643

a K86

I v Q94
¢ AKT842

AQT4
82
QJ96
T72

West North East South
Willenken Merblum Ginossar Juster
1D 1S
2D (hearts) 4S Pass Pass
5H All Pass
Z Grossack Silverstein A Grossack Rosenthal
1D Pass
1H Pass 2H Double
2S 3C 3D Pass
4C 4S Pass Pass
5C Pass S5NT Pass
6H All Pass

19)snr/jeyjuasoy

It must have been the Grossacks morning to play slam in hearts. They started out by playing 6HXX on Board 19 (see page
4). They (and most other tables) played a flat 7H on Board 27. Here, on Board 22, they bid 6H off two aces and made it
when Silverstein led a diamond.

You have to sympathize with Aaron. His partner did not make a takeout double of 1D, but did make a takeout double of
2H. Logically, he has some strength in diamonds. Unfortunately for Silverstein, the diamond lead allowed Zack to toss his
two spade losers on the DAK.

At the other table, Juster aggressively took advantage of the vulnerability and overcalled 1S on his good 4-card holding
after Ginossar’s 1D opener. Willenken bid 2D transferring to hearts, but when Merblum jumped to 4S, Ginossar passed
and Willenken was forced to bid 5H from West.

If played by East, 5H can only be defeated if South leads a trump to his partner’s ace and gets a spade through immedi-
ately. This is a good illustration of how effective transfers can be in direct competition.

As it was, making 5H would only have saved 4 IMPs.

17 IMPs to Juster!

No Electronic Devices are Permitted in the Playing Area.

Severe penalties will be assessed for violation of this
rule.

Please turn off all cell phones and check them at the
door.The USBF reserves the right to wand anyone
(excepting those with pace makers or like equipment)

This applies to players AND kibitzers.

entering the playing field.

5
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Some days

Instead of bridge,
We could play Fish.
And I'd request
The ACE | wish!

| think this game is fun

But not when

Every hand’s down one!



2 6 4

Think the comments on Internet posts are tough? See what happened when the Washington Post asked its readers
to write intentionally angry letters to actual headlines:

Headline: 20,000 Pound Pavement to Help Homeless

Response: “Are you people idiots? What the homeless need are homes, not ten tons of additional pavement!”
Headline: Maryland Agrees to Tobacco Settlement

Response: “Well, that’s all we need—an entire settlement of people devoted to their cancer sticks. What’s next, a
drunk-driving commune?”

Headline: C.C. United Se Une Hoy a Campana Solidaria Pro Centroamerica

Response: “| was disgusted with the sloppy spelling for [this] article. There were so many typos, | couldn’t understand
a word.”

Actual Headlines from Around the World... and even one from Texas!

Misadventures in headline writing from around the world:

City Unsure Why the Sewer Smells —The Herald-Palladium (St. Joseph, Michigan)

Case of Innocent Man Freed After Spending 18 Years in Prison Proves Texas System Works —Lubbock
Avalanche-Journal (Texas)

British Left Waffles on Falklands —The Guardian
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Puzzle Page ...

With spring in the air, everyone's starting to
think about spring clean-up so Jeff spent all
week after school and all weekend doing

5 g odd jobs around the neighborhood to earn
ol £ 8| E . .
o E| E % gl = 0 0 some spending money. He tilled gardens,
= = & | > =1 >
2 =g ic), E|l 83| . § >l el el8le raked leaves, cleaned up tree limbs, pruned
B R R EE ERERE hed d ; baby-
o Eoi2ole 22 R 5|88 =823 Ny edges, and even spent one afternoon baby
oo S E|SFLl o d|aldlo|ld <|elelelal e L .
sitting! Each day he worked for a different

Mrs. Agnew . .

g — neighbor on a different chore. He charged
Mrs. Fields each neighbor a reasonable rate for his
MF Numen work, but sometimes he got tips too. By the

Mr. Summer end of the week, he was quite pleased with

$20 the amount that he'd earned and each of
$24 the neighbors was pleased with the quality
$28 of work that he'd done. Determine the last
$32 name of each neighbor, what chore Jeff
$36 completed for each neighbor, what day of
. 1/2 uEs the week Jeff worked for each neighbor,
-1/2 h .
3 hours how long each task took him (2 to 4 hours),
ours
S R and how much he earned for each task (520
4 hours to $36).
Wednesday 1. Jeff helped Mrs. Agnew till her garden but
Th“rs.day it didn't take him 4 hours. Mr. Summer did-
Fuia) n't need help on Thursday.
Saturday
Sunday 2. He spent an extra hour working on Thurs-
day than he did on Wednesday but he was-
Last Name Task Day of Week Time Taken Money Earned n't pruning hedges on either day.
Mrs. Agnew 3. On Sunday, he earned $8 more than he
did when the day he was babysitting, which
Mr. Compton earned him $4 more than he earned from
Mr. Compton.
Mrs. Fields
4. Jeff made $20 from the job he spent 2
Mr. Numen hours doing, which wasn’t removing tree
limbs.
Mr. Summer . .
5. Mr. Numen, who didn't ask him to rake
babysitting Wisdhesday T $20 leaves, paid him $32 but it didn't take him 3
hours. The job on Friday for Mrs. Fields took
garden tilling Thursday 2-1/2 hours $24 less time than the garden tilling job.
) . 6. The hedge pruning job took him 3-1/2
hedge pruning Friday 3 hours $28
hours to complete, a half hour longer than
raking leaves Saturday 3-1/2 hours $32 the job h? did on Thursday. Jeff _made $_36
from the job he spent 4 hours doing, which
tree limb Sunday 4 hours $36 was on Saturday.
removal
asd SiNGY § Aepinies éﬂ::‘:,:l IBWILING I
Answer [ ... .. [i] oo
(%43 sinoy 2/1-2 Aepuq Bunsfaeq spI3Id ‘SN
to
0z% sinoy Z Aepsaupam sanea| Bunes uoidurog N
7 Puule 2z% oy ¢ fepsiny) Buiy) uspueb mauby sily
pawes fauopy | usyey swig Haam Jo feg s8] auwien 1se




Meet the Players

In 1983, ‘Dean’ Drew Casen quit a career in college administration at NYU to play professional bridge on
a full time basis. ‘No regrets’ claims Drew. ‘| pursued my dreams’. Accomplishments include 21 gold and
silver medals in National events. He has won the Cavendish Pairs and Cavendish Teams, and has earned a
silver medal in the Rosenblum Cup KO.

Other interests include golf, bowling, poker, gin, backgammon, and sports wagering.
He is also a die hard fan of the New York Mets baseball team.

Besides playing mostly with his regular life long partner Jim Krekorian, he has
also partnered with legendary experts Richard Schwartz and John Onstott.

Jim Krekorian, formerly of New York City, now a Pensacolian, graduated from Duke engi-
neering school in 1974 and served as a U.S. Air Force pilot from 1974 to 1981, achiev-

ing the rank of Captain, C-130 aircraft commander. Jim traded options on the American
Stock Exchange from 1986 to 2003, was a floor official for 5 years, and formed Blue Hercu-
les LLC in 1999. At Duke he was a 3-year letterman in track and is still an avid runner and
occasional racer.

Jim is now a full-time bridge professional and consultant, part-time artist, and avid golfer.
He won the Life Masters Men's Pairs in 1986 and Life Master Pairs in 2014 with sometimes
partner V. Koneru (Col K), the Grand National Open Pairs in 1992 and 2009, the Blue Ribbon
Pairs in 1996, the Open BAM Teams in in 1997, and in his renewed partnership with Drew
Casen, the Cavendish double (pairs in 1987, teams in 2007) and Senior KOs in 2010.

The boating store was having a big sale on canoes. It was quite the oar deal.

Q. Why did the golfer wear two pairs of pants?
A. In case he got a hole in one.

Q. Why shouldn't you marry a tennis player?
A. Because Love means nothing to them.




Weather Word Search

WORD LIST:

AIR PRESSURE
ATMOSPHERE
CIRRUS

CLOUDS

CUMULUS

FOG

HIBERNATE
METEOROLOGISTS
METEOROLOGY
OZONE
PRECIPITATION
STRATUS

B TEMPERATURE
THERMOMETER
UV RAYS
WEATHER
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Board 6 s KO62 West North East South
Dealer: £ v AJT3 Hurd Martel Wooldridge Fleisher )
E/W Vul. -
¢ AJ 2D Pass (7]
% AK6 Pass Double Pass 2H ®
A AJO43 . a T5 Pass 4H All Pass %
v 95 v Q87 Moss Kranyak Grue Demuy =
¢ 63 ¢ KQ9852 (1]
2D Pass
& Q732 & J4 3
Pass Double Pass 2H )
* 87 3D Doubl All P =
ouble ass
v K642
¢ T74 Passell JLall Jacobus Bathurst
% T985 Pass Pass
Pass 1C (strong) Pass 1D (0-7) g
In Fleisher/Fireman, at unfavorable, Moss Pass INT Pass 3C °
bluffed a 3D raise in competition after Grue e
opened a normal weak 2D and the oppo-|Pass 3H Pass 4H :
nents had competed as far as 2H. Since Kran-| Al| Pass
yak was bidding well beyond his partner’s
2H, he stopped off and doubled when Moss | Zia Wold Pepsi Levine
chirped 3D. Demuy led a spade and Grue was Pass Pass N
doomed to be down four, but when he mis- =
guessed the three card end position, he actu- | Pass 2C Pass 2D
ally went down five. —1400 Pass INT Pass 3C
Pass 3H Pass 4H
At the other table, Wooldridge also opened All P
2D. Martel balanced with double and raised ass

Fleisher’s 2H response to game. A diamond was led to the queen followed by another to the ace. Declarer could make
the hand by playing for the preemptor to hold the HQ. Fleisher took the reasonable play of putting the HQ with the
non-preemptor and went down one. 16 IMPs to Fireman

In Nickell/Mahaffey, both tables played in part scores.

In both other matches, 4H was the contract of choice. Only one declarer out of four was successful. With no interfer-
ence, both Wold and J Lall reached 4H from the North hand. The opening lead was the DK. Both declarers won the ace
and being unaware of the 6-2 diamond split, returned the DJ to the queen setting up the DT for a discard. Both Easts
returned a third diamond and both Wests trumped with the H9. Not knowing the heart layout, Lall overruffed, promot-
ing a trump trick for East and eventually came up a trick short.

Wold, rather than overruffing, discarded the C6. West returned a club and Wold won the ace. Realizing that he needed
to draw trumps ending in dummy, Wold played the HT and let it ride. Had Pepsi covered, this would have failed. Wold
now finished drawing trumps ending in dummy as planned and took ten tricks.

10 IMPs to Morris

10
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